
WHAT NEXT?

We believe that student allowances should be based on students’ income, not their parents, and from the age of 20 rather than 25.  The current system discriminates against students for trying to educate themselves, because young people on the dole are not assessed on their parents’ income.

United Future will establish bonding schemes for graduates in fields facing skills shortages (such as doctors and nurses).  This would allow loan debt to be written off in return for work in New Zealand after graduation.

United Future is concerned about the impact of student loans on life choices, such as starting a family or buying a home.  We would freeze student loan interest and write off a portion of caregivers’ debt for two years when they have a child.
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Policy

Student

Support
lowering the burden 

of student loans

Students shouldn’t have to borrow to live
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Students are the only people in New Zealand that do not have a guaranteed income, forcing them to either rack up huge debts or rely on their families for support.


United Future will lower 

the burden of student loan debt by reducing the 

costs of study


We believe that while students should make some contribution to their course fees, they should not have to borrow for living expenses while they study.
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Achievements to date

Until recently, students under 25 could only get a full allowance if their combined parental income was under $28,079, and the allowance decreased until after $50,751 students got nothing.  These thresholds hadn’t changed since 1992.
In this year’s budget, we successfully lobbied the Government to increase the parental income thresholds and ensure that they kept pace with inflation.  This has meant that 36,000 extra students are now eligible to receive an allowance, reducing their reliance on student loans.
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